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Red Star over China
①It was not imagination; it was a human epic. It was a manifesto which won China. It was the “Red Star Story”, which was told to the world more than 80 years ago for the first time by an American in his book Red Star over China. 
②Edgar Snow told the world how the will, courage and strength of great men and women had been tested, and how these Red Stars had staged a great human undertaking, known as the “Red Star Story”. 
③The “Red Star Story” opened the world’s eyes to a long, arduous and miraculous journey by resolute men and women, who marched for more than 6,000 miles, crossing 24 major rivers and 18 formidable mountains, through the roughest wrinkles of the globe, from Rujin in the southeast to Yan’an in the northwest, and then on to Beijing, capital of the People’s Republic of China. 
④In 1968, the “Red Star Story” was redefined as a prophetic story by American historian John K. Fairbank, in his introduction to Red Star over China. He remarked, “It is very much to the credit of Edgar Snow that this book has stood the test of time on both these counts –as a historical record and as an indication of a trend.” 
⑤In 1985, the “Red Star Story” was retold in the book The Long March: the Untold Story, and the author Harrison Salisbury declared, “No event in this century has so captured the world’s imagination and so profoundly affected its future” and “It is not yet finished. Perhaps it never will be.”
⑥The “Red Star Story” is a long story, an epic covering 100 years. Yet it is also an episode in a narrative of thousands of years, from remote legendary times, through ups and downs, to an anticipated future. 
⑦In the New Era, as China is striding along its historic journey to its rejuvenation, building a community of a shared future for mankind, our “Red Star Story” is sure to continue to be written, turning a new page about China as well as about the world. The story is not yet finished. The legend is ongoing. 
